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poured cold water on it, as being quite unnecessary for
Germany. It was a rude rebuff to England. Moreover, if
it be true, as Chamberlain told Eckardstein,57 that he had
made his Leicester speech at Billow's own suggestion, and.
with the expectation that it would find a friendly echo
across the North Sea, Billow's Reichstag speech was a
treacherous act greatly resented by Chamberlain. At any
rate, the British Foreign Office became more suspicious of
the Wilhelmstrasse,—a suspicion which was now beginning
to be further fostered by Tirpitz's plans for building up the
German navy.
Nevertheless, in 1901, after the Kaiser's much appre-
ciated visit to Osborne at the news that Queen Victoria
was dying, Chamberlain again opened negotiations for a
defensive alliance between England and Germany, or even
between England, Germany and Japan. England still had
her hands tied in South Africa where the Boers were resist-
ing with dogged determination. In the Far East, following
the suppression of the Boxer Revolt, English friction with
Russia had reached an acute stage, because the Tsar's forces
would not evacuate Chinese territory. Under these circum-
stances, a German alliance would have afforded a valuable
support to Great Britain. But for this very reason Germany
was not at all anxious to commit herself. The negotiations,
which were taken over by Lord Lansdowne, dragged on
through the year. They were finally dropped in December,
1901, because the British Cabinet felt unable to meet Ger-
many's conditions that the treaty should include the Triple
Alliance and that it should be approved by the British
Parliament. Whether such approval could have been se-
cured was, in fact, very doubtful. A bitter antagonism had
been aroused in both countries by the Boer War and the
w Lebenserinnerungen, II, 107, 111, 124. A current, but inaccurate and
misleading English version of this unfortunate Chamberlain-Biilow episode
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